Other Calabrian women, however, were not so fortunate, and as a
result of these raids Andrea Doria was deprived of the Neapolitan
squadron, summoned back to Naples by the Viceroy as a necessary
guard against Moslem depredations.
That squadron still included six galleys that were Prosperous
personal property, The seventh had passed at Cherchell into Dragut's
possession. To these galleys Rainaldo Adorno was laying claim, as
Prospero's heir-at-law in such matters. The Imperial courts, how-
ever, were in no haste to pronounce, since at such a time it was of the
first importance that the galleys should continue under Imperial
control. So to "Naples they went, under the command of Don Alvaro
de Carbajal, who had now succeeded Prospero as Captain-General of
Naples.
Andrea Dona's preparations were still incomplete when news came
that Dragut, transcending in audacity anything hitherto performed,
had seized the Spanish outposts in Africa of Susa, Sfax and Monastir,
putting the garrisons partly to the sword, and carrying off the sur-
vivors into slavery. Swift on the heels of this exasperating news came
a summons to Andrea Doria to render himself at once to Barcelona,
there to confer with the Emperor whose cup of endurance was full to
overflowing.
He obeyed in an uneasiness that was not entirely dispelled by the
Emperor's manner. If it was still such as to persuade him that he had
not yet lost the confidence of Charles V it yet allowed him to perceive
that His Majesty's infatuation which regarded him as a worker of
miracles had been diluted by the events. The name of Dragut-Reis
had become even more detestable than that of Kheyr-ed-Din in His
Majesty's ears, and he gave Andrea Doria to understand that the
continuance of the Imperial favour would depend upon the swift and
complete breaking of this so-called Sword of Islam.
Doria departed from the Imperial Court with the feeling that he
was how upon his trial, yet with a full confidence that he would know
how to acquit himself. The means under his hand were certainly
formidable. He had assembled fifteen galleys of his own, five that had
been equipped by his kinsman Antonio Doria, twelve belonging to
Genoa, three supplied by the Pope and a great galleasse by the Knights
of Malta, making a total of thirty-six war galleys. To these were
added four transport galleons and close upon a score of ancillary
vessels: sloops, feluccas and light, swift triremes to act as scouts.
Spain, which had supplied the transport galleons, refused to add a
single galley to a force which she accounted adequate for any enter-
prise. She had no galleys to spare from the protection of her own
coast, which at any moment now might lie under the Corsair menace.
For the same reason Doria was not allowed further to recruit himself
at the expense of either Naples or Genoa. He would not have dared
to insist even had he felt the need to do so, lest by appearing timid he
should supply a further weapon to those who discerned their own
interest in diminishing him in the Emperor's eyes.
So with that very considerable fleet, brought together in the harbour
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